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Baltimore  and  Ohio  Magazine,  February,  IQ28 


Hamilton  Watch  Company  Becomes 
Owner  of  Illinois  Watch  Company 


ONE  of  the  most  interesting  and  sig- 
nificant announcements  affecting  the 
"  watch  manufacturing  situation  in 
the  United  States  was  contained  in  the 
following  story  published  in  the  papers  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  December  29,  1927: 

"All  the  assets,  good  will,  trade  name 
and  plant  of  the  Illinois  Watch  Company, 
of  Springfield,  111.,  have  been  purchased  by 
the  Hamilton  Watch  Company,  of  Lan- 
caster, it  was  announced  today.  They  will 
assume  charge  of  the  Illinois  plant  Janu- 
ary 1,  1928. 

"This  is  an  event  of  major  importance 
in  the  annals  of  American  watchmaking,  as 
it  marks  the  combining  under  one  owner- 
ship of  the  two  great  American  watch  fac- 
tories specializing  in  the  manufacture  of 
high-grade  watches  exclusively.  The  Hamil- 
ton Watch  Company  has  found  it  necessary 
to  increase  their  capacity.  For  the  past 
several  years  they  have  been  unable  to 
supply  the  demand  made  upon  them,  and 
the  purchase  of  the  Illinois  Watch  Com- 
pany answers  their  problem  in  a  very 
definite  and  immediate  way. 

Purchased  Outright 

"The  assets  of  the  Illinois  Company  will 
be  acquired  by  outright  purchase. 

"The  Illinois  Watch  Company,  as  pur- 
chased by  Hamilton,  is  a  successful  business 


in  full  operation.  It  has,  for  the  past  fifty- 
eight  years,  been  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  Bunn  family,  Springfield.  John  W.  and 
Jacob  Bunn,  of  Springfield,  are  mentioned 
in  biographies  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  having 
assisted  Lincoln,  as  a  rising  young  lawyer, 
in  the  Illinois  city. 

"Robert  E.  Miller,  vice-president,  and 
Calvin  M.  Kendig,  secretary  of  the  Hamil- 
ton Watch  Company,  will  temporarily 
assume  the  responsibility  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Illinois  plant,  January  I. 
Most  of  the  present  executive  force  employed 
by  the  Illinois  Company  will  be  retained. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Hamilton  Company 
to  continue,  In  a  general  way,  the  policies 
of  the  Illinois  Company,  maintaining  at  all 
times  the  high  standard  of  quality  and  ex- 
cellence that  have  always  been  associated 
with  the  Illinois  product. 

Will  Double  Capacity 

"The  plant  of  the  Illinois  Watch  Com- 
pany is  about  the  same  size  as  the  Hamilton 
factory.  Thirteen  hundred  employes  are 
on  active  duty.  The  acquisition  of  the 
plant  will  practically  double  Hamilton's 
capacity  for  the  manufacture  of  high-grade 
watches  and  will  double  the  volume  of 
business  done  by  the  Hamilton  Watch 
Company. 

"The  work  of  coordinating  production 


of  the  two  plants  and  formation  of  sales 
policies  will  go  forward  after  the  details 
attending  the  transfer  are  completed." 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  congratulates 
the  Hamilton  Watch  Company  on  this  new 
and  striking  evidence  of  the  strong  position 
it  occupies  in  the  watch  manufacturing 
world.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Magazine 
has  been  favored  with  a  good  deal  of 
advertising  from  the  Hamilton  Company 
and  this  relationship  has  always  been  most 
pleasant.  In  their  characteristic  advertising 
of  the  finest  trains  and  train  crews  of  the 
country,  the  Hamilton  Company  has  re- 
peatedly called  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
for  photographs  and  information  of  the 
best  that  we  had  to  offer,  and  photos  of 
our  trains  and  crews  have  appeared  on  a 
number  of  occasions  in  the  national  adver- 
tising of  the  Hamilton  Company. 

This  business  intercourse  has  brought  an 
acquaintanceship  between  the  officers  of 
the  Hamilton  Company  and  the  staff  of  the 
Magazine,  and  it  has  been  a  very  friendly 
one.  Many  of  the  officers  and  department 
heads  of  the  Hamilton  Company  visited 
"The  Fair  of  the  Iron  Horse,"  and  some  of 
their  officers  came  to  see  it  several  times. 
They  were  very  enthusiastic  about  it  and 
did  much  to  advertise  it  in  the  section  of 
the  country  from  which  they  came. 

It  is  fitting  also  to  say  a  word  about, the 
history  of  the  Illinois  Watch  Company. 
Notable  as  it  has  been  from  their  reputation 
as  manufacturers  of  high-grade  timepieces, 
this  company  is  also  notable  for  the  charac- 
ter of  its  personnel.  This  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  statement  in  the  newspaper  notice 
above  quoted,  concerning  the  long  period 
of  time  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  company 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Bunn  family.  One 
of  the  favorite  stories  told  about  the  elder 
Bunn  is  concerning  the  one-time  failure  of 
his  business,  for  which  he  was  not  respon- 
sible, but  which  left  him  heavily  in  debt. 
On  resuming  business  and  making  it  a 
success,  he  paid  back  every  cent  of  his 
indebtedness  and  added  new  lustre  to  his 
own  name  and  the  name  of  his  company. 
In  recent  years  his  company  has  been  known 
throughout  the  whole  country  for  the  prize 
essay  contest  on  Lincoln  which  it  inau- 
gurated and  which  enlisted  the  interest  of 
thousands  of  school  children  the  country 
over. 

Both  companies  are  to  be  congratulated 
in  this  fortunate  turn  of  events  and  we 
certainly  wish  our  friends  of  the  Hamilton 
Company  greater  success  in  their  enlarged 
opportunity. 
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For  the  Uncord    $15,125  Menard  Project  Completed 


Because  if  is  one  of  the  principal 
historical  reference  libraries  in  the 
state,  the  ISHL  each  day  receives  many 
queries  about  Illinois  history  from 
people  ail  over  the  world.  This  column 
presents  a  few  such  questions  with  the 
answers  prepared  by  ISHL  staff  mem- 
bers. 

Almost  every  week,  the  ISHL  is  asked 
about  the  "A.  Lincoln  Watch,"  a  high 
quality  pocket  watch  with  the  signature 
"A.  Lincoln"  engraved  on  the  plate  sup- 
porting the  mechanism  inside  the 
watch.  The  questioner  usually  wants  to 
know  if  the  watch  at  one  time  was 
owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 


The  "A.  Lincoln  Watch"  was  one  of 
many  pocket-watch  models  manufac- 
tured by  the  Illinois  Watch  Company  of 
Springfield.  It  was  a  21-jewel  model  of 
fine  quality  produced  around  the  time 
of  World  War  I  and  came  in  a  variety  of 
styles.  While  inherently  valuable  as  a 
now-rare  example  of  a  well-crafted 
timepiece,  it  was  never  associated  with 
the  Emancipator  for  the  simple  reason 
that  its  manufacturer  did  not  exist  until 
well  after  Lincoln's  death. 

The  Illinois  Watch  Company  was 
established  in  1870  as  the  Springfield 
Watch  Company,  with  John  T.  Stuart  as 
president  and  W.  B.  Miller  as  secretary. 
The  first  watch  was  turned  out  in  March 
of  1872.  Five  years  later  the  company 
was  reorganized  with  )acob  Bunn,  Sr.,  as 
president  and  Charles  Smorowski  as 
secretary.  In  1878  the  name  of  the  con- 
cern was  changed  to  the  Illinois  Watch 
Company. 

In  1928  the  Hamilton  Watch  Com- 
pany purchased  the  firm,  which  was 
operated  until  April  of  1931  under  the 
name  of  the  Hamilton-Sangamo  Cor- 
poration. At  that  time  General  Time  In- 
struments Corporation  of  New  York, 
owner  of  Western  Clock  Company 
(Westclox;  Big  Ben)  and  the  Seth 
Thomas  Clock  Company,  purchased  the 
Hamilton-Sangamo  Corporation  in  or- 
der to  obtain  exclusive  rights  to  the  use 
of  the  motors  for  clock  purposes.  This 
sale  marked  the  end  of  the  Springfield 
plant  manufacture  of  watches.  — 
Mildred  V.  Schulz,  Head  Librarian. 


The  Pierre  Menard  Manuscript 
Collection  in  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  is  now  available  on  microfilm  to 
students  and  libraries  throughout  the 
world,  ISHS  Executive  Director  William 
K  Alderfer  has  announced.  The  Menard 
Collection  details  the  lives  and  activities 
of  two  generations  of  French  and 
English  settlers  in  the  Mississippi  valley 
from  the  time  of  the  American 
Revolution  to  the  mid-nineteenth  cen- 
tury. 

Organizing,  describing,  and  filming 
the  4,500  manuscripts  and  74  bound 
volumes  in  the  collection  cost  $15,125 
and  took  two  years  to  complete.  The 
project  was  funded  by  a  grant  from  the 
National  Historical  Publications  Com- 
mission of  the  National  Archives  as  part 
of  its  program  of  assisting  publication  of 
documentary  sources  "significant  to  the 
history  of  the  United  States." 

Pierre  Menard  (1766-1844)  was  a 
trader  and  government  Indian  agent  and 
the  first  lieutenant  governor  of  Illinois. 
He  had  earlier  served  as  a  judge  on  the 
high  courts  of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois 
territories  and  presided  over  the  Illinois 

$2,000  ISHS  Fellowship 
to  U  of  I  Grad  Student 


Richard  S.  Alcorn 

Richard  S.  Alcorn,  28,  a  teaching 
assistant  in  the  history  department  of 
the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  has 
been  awarded  the  ISHS  fellowship  for 
graduate  study  in  Illinois  history  for  the 
1972-73  academic  year. 

The  $2000  grant  was  announced  by 
Neil  Lathrop  of  Freeport,  chairman  of 
the  Society's  education  institutions 
committee.  It  is  the  sixth  annual 
fellowship  presented  by  the  Society  to 
encourage  research  in  Illinois  history. 

Alcorn  received  his  B.A.  with  depart- 
ment honors  from  Monmouth  College 
in  1969  and  his  M.A.  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois,  where  he  is  enrolled  as  a 
Ph.D.  candidate.  The  fellowship  will 
enable  Alcorn  to  complete  his  doctoral 
dissertation:  "Community  in  19th- 
century  America — a  Case  Study  of  Paris 
(Edgar  County),  Illinois,  1823-1900." 

Alcorn  resides  in  Champaign  with  his 
wife  and  two  children.  r 


territorial  assembly  during  the  period 
immediately  preceding  statehood.  His 
personality  and  reputation  for  honest 
dealing  enabled  him  to  negotiate  many 
treaties  with  the  Indians. 


Paul  Spence 

Included  in  the  collection  are 
documents  written  by  George  Rogers 
Clark,  Menard's  nephew  Michel 
(founder  of  Galveston,  Texas),  Pierre 
Chouteau  (younger  brother  of  a  foun- 
der of  St.  Louis),  William  Henry 
Harrison,  and  Francis  Vigo  of  Vincen- 
nes. 

Mrs.  Kathrine  Wagner  Seineke  of  El 
Granada,  Calif.,  organized  the  collection 
and  compiled  a  138-page  guide  to  the 
microfilm  which  is  also  available.  Paul 
Spence,  manuscripts  curator  for  the 
ISHL,  supervised  the  entire  project. 

"Publication  of  the  microfilm  edition 
of  the  Menard  Collection  now  gives  any 
student,  genealogist,  or  historian  access 
to  a  most  valuable  primary  source  for 
study  of  the  Old  Northwest  during  the 
first  years  of  American  independence," 
Alderfer  commented.  "Perhaps  this 
project  will  help  focus  attention  on  the 
need  for  much  more  research  on  the 
period  as  the  Bicentennial  of  the 
American  Revolution  approaches." 

Individuals  and  institutions  interested 
in  purchasing  or  borrowing  on  inter- 
library  loan  any  or  all  of  the  28  reels  of 
microfilm  should  write  Paul  Spence  at 
the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Old 
State  Capitol,  Springfield  62706. 

The  Guide  to  the  microfilm  may  be 
purchased  by  remitting  $2  to  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Society  at  the  same  ad- 
dress. 


Indians  in  Illinois  will  be  the  theme  of  the 
Fifth  Annual  State  and  Local  History 
Workshop  for  English  and  social  studies 
teachers  of  grades  7-12  to  be  held  at  Sauk 
Valley  College,  Dixon,  Nov.  4.  The  conference 
is  sponsored  jointly  by  the  ISHS  and  the 
college. 

Featured  speakers  will  include  Walter  Kip- 
pel  of  the  Illinois  State  Museum;  Raymond  E. 
Hauser  of  Waubonsee  Community  College  in 
Aurora  and  1970-71  ISHS  fellowship  winner; 
President  of  the  Illinois  Council  of  Social 
Studies  Mrs.  Wilma  Lund,  who  teaches  history 
at  Aledo's  Northside  \r.  High  School;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Whitney,  editor  of  ISHS  senior 
publications;  and  Mrs.  Olive  S.  Foster,  director 
of  school  services  for  the  ISHS. 

Participants  in  the  conference  will  receive 
in-service  training  certificates  and  materials  on 
Indians  in  Illinois.  Interested  teachers  may  ob- 
tain further  information  on  the  workshop  by 
contacting  Mrs.  Foster  at  the  Society's  offices 
in  the  Old  State  Capitol,  Springfield  62706. 


January  12,  1982 


ft 


Dear  Ms.  Buckley: 

We  appreciate  your  offer,  but  at  the  present  time 
ve  are  seeking  item3  produced  in  Lincoln's  lifetime. 
Therefore,  we  do  not  wish  to  purchase  it  at  this  time. 
Thank  you  for  considering  our  interest  in  Lincolniana. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


uWewtoft,  tKaitgas  67114  • 
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